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Public  Health  Department 
Town  Hall, 

Atherton. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


Gentlemen, 

I am  pleased  to  present  for  your  information  and  consider- 
ation the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  Urban  District  of  Atherton  for  the  year  ending  31st  December 
1972. 

The  population  continues  its  upward  trend  * the  mid  year 
estimate  being  21,960,  an  increase  of  340.  The  birth  rate  follows 
the  national  trend  and  reduces  to  17.0  per  thousand  population. 
Unfortunately  there  was  an  increased  number  of  stillbirths 
which  adversely  affected  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  - 47, 
compared  with  an  England  and  Wales  rate  of  22.  This  rate  is 
considered  to  be  a valuable  indicator  of  the  overall  picture  of 
infant  health,  and  more  accurately  reflects  the  loss  of  infant 
life  from  the  latter  weeks  of  pregnancy  to  the  end  of  the  first 
week  of  survival-  Caution  should  be  exercised  in  drawing  con- 
clusions from  rates  calculated  per  1000  births,  when  numbers 
as  small  as  400  are  involved.  The  overall  picture  remains 
satisfactory.  The  pattern  of  causes  of  death  followed  previous 
years.  There  was  no  maternal  death. 

The  incidence  of  notification  of  infectious  disease  under- 
lines the  apparent  reluctance  of  many  parents  to  accept 
immunisation  against  measles  - the  usual  biennial  swing  occurred 
once  again  with  302  cases.  Surprisingly  no  case  of  whooping 
cough  was  reported.  There  is,  of  course,  now  an  increasing 
possibility  of  the  introduction  of  the  more  exotic  communicable 
diseases  following  the  change  of  holiday  habits  and  the  increased 
speed  of  travel. 

I recall  that  when  I first  came  to  Atherton  my  prior  commit- 
ment was  to  set  up  a scheme  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
Since  that  time  our  methods  of  prevention  have  improved  and 
now  cover  almost  all  the  dangerous  communicable  diseases. 
Nevertheless  if  parents  are  reluctant  to  take  advantage  of  these 
benefits  of  science,  our  community  may  once  again  suffer 
unnecessary  anxiety.  This  is  preventive  medicine  at  its  best  - the 
body  needs  time  to  build  its  defences  - it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  opportunity  is  taken  promptly  and  no  child  exposed  to  avoid- 
able risks.  It  is  up  to  parents  to  act. 
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Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  smoke  control  - 
the  facts  now  speak  for  themselves  and  the  cleaner  atmosphere 
is  apparent  to  all. 

Finally,  I express  my  thanks  to  colleagues  in  the  Department 
and  the  Town  Hall  for  their  help  and  co-operation  and  to  all 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  fore- 
bearance. 


Yours  sincerely, 


E.  TAYLOR. 


SECTION  A 


Statistics 


. • • % 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS 


General  Statistics 

Area  in  acres  - 2,265. 

Population 

1961  Census  - 19,755. 

Mid-1972  Estimate  - 21,960. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  7,688. 

Rateable  Value  - £602,127,  at  31st  December,  1972. 


Sum  represented  by  a Ip  Rate 

- £5,603  at 

31st  December 

1972. 

Statistics 

Live  Births  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

177 

194 

371 

Illegitimate  

8 

14 

22 

Total 

185 

208 

393 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  .... 

17-9 

Adjusted  

170 

Still  Births— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

7 

7 

14 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  . 
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DEATHS  • All  Causes 

Males 

Females 

Total 

159 

173 

332 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  15-1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  13-4 

Maternal  Deaths  Nil 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  Nil 

Infant  Deaths : — 

Under  1 year  of  age  ... 7 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  6 

Under  1 week  of  age  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  18 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  •. 47 
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Live  birth  rate  (comparability  factor,  -95) 
Death  rate  (comparability  factor,  89) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


TABLE  II 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 

Registrar  General’s  Return 

Males  Females 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 1 — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesphagus  2 — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  1 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  3 3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  11  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  — 4 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  4 6 

Diabetes  Mellitus  _ 2 4 

Other  Endocrine  Etc.,  Diseases  1 — 

Anaemias  2 — 

Mental  Disorders  — 1 

Multiple  Sclerosis  — 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  1 1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease — 3 

Hypertensive  Disease  1 1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  53  27 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  4 23 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 28  30 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  7 18 

Influenza  1 2 

Pneumonia  6 24 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 18  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2 2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  1 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  1 2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  — 7 

Congenital  Anomalies  1 1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  Etc. — 1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  1 1 

Symptoms  and  III  Defined  Conditions  3 3 

All  Other  Accidents  3 3 

All  Other  External  Causes  - 1 1 


TOTAL  159  173 
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TABLE  III 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates  for  certain  infectious 
diseases,  for  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1972 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Registrar  Generals 
Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 

Estimated  home  population  mid-1972 — 49,028,900 


Births 

Live  Births 
Stillbirths 


No. 

725,405 

8,794 


Deaths 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  1,470 

Respiratory  968 

Late  effects  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  325 

Other  177 

Cancer  (all  forms)  118,950 

Trachea,  bronchus  and  lung  31,649 

Other  cancer  87,301 

Maternal  mortality  (total)  Ill 

Maternal  causes  (excluding  abortion)  86 

Due  to  abortion  25 

Infant  Mortality  17 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  12 

Perl-Natal  Mortality  22 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Measles  145,687 

Dysentery  9,034 

Scarlet  Fever  11,201 

Whooping  Cough  2,069 

Infective  Jaundice  12,233 

Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  8,683 

Meninges  and  C.N.S 98 

Other  forms  2,277 

Diphtheria  5 

Tetanus  20 

Acute  Meningitis  1,546 

Acute  Encephalitis : 

Infective  73 

Post  Infectious  90 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  357 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic  3 

Non-Paralytic  2 

Leptospirosis  24 

Paratyphoid  Fever  76 

Typhoid  Fever  128 

Food  Poisoning  5,449 

Anthrax  4 

Smallpox  

Malaria  363 

Cholera  

Typhus  Fever  

Relapsing  Fever  — 

Yellow  Fever  

Plague  


(a)  Per  1,000  home  population. 

(b)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Rate  per  1 ,000 
home  population 
14-8 
120 


(a)  0-030 
(a)  0020 
(a)  0007 
(a)  0004 
(a)  2-49 
(a)  0-65 

(a)  1-78 

(b)  0-15 
(b)  0-12 
(b)  003 


2-971 

0-184 

0-228 

0042 

0-250 

0-177 

0002 

0046 

0000 

0000 

0-032 

0001 

0002 

0007 

0000 

0000 

0000 

0002 

0003 

0-111 

0-000 

0000 

0-007 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area 


SECTION  B 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


Ambulance 

Atherton  Ambulance  Station,  Back  Orchard  Lane.  Telephone: 
Swinton  4343. 

1.  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH,  TETANUS  AND  POLIO- 
MYELITIS IMMUNISATION 

(i)  Every  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoon.  1-30  to 
3-30  p.m.  (Alder  House  Clinic). 

(ii)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

2.  CHILD  HEALTH  CLINIC. 

Alder  House. 

Each  Monday  and  Wednesday,  1-30  to  3-30  p.m. 
RELAXATION  CLASS,  Wednesday,  10  a.m. 

3.  OPHTHALMIC 

Alder  House  Clinic,  by  appointment. 

Each  Tuesday  morning. 

4.  ORTHOPAEDIC 

Poplar  Street  Clinic,  Tyldesley,  by  appointment. 

Friday  afternoon. 

5.  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 
Alder  House  Clinic. 

By  appointment. 

6.  SCHOOL  HEALTH 
Alder  House  Clinic 
By  appointment. 

DENTAL  CLINIC  (Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday). 
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7.  CHEST  CLINIC 


Chest  Clinic,  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 

8.  VENEREAL  DISEASES 

(i)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

Males  and  Females : Monday  to  Friday,  9-30  a.m.  to 
12-30  p m. 

Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  4-30  to  6-30  p.m. 
Males  and  Females:  Saturday,  9 to  11  a.m. 

(ii)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 

Males  : Friday,  2 to  6-30  p.m. 

Females  : Wednesday,  2 to  6 p.m. 

(iii)  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 

Males  and  Females:  Monday,  9-30  to  10-30  a.m. 

Health  Visiting  Service 

Full-time  Health  Visitors/School  Nurses  are  employed  in  the 
area  by  the  Lancashire  C.C. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

District  Nurses  employed  by  the  Lancashire  C.C.  are  available 
in  the  district. 

Hospitals 

1.  GENERAL 

Leigh  Infirmary,  Atherleigh  Hospital,  Astley  Hospital. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Hulton  Lane  Fever  Hospital,  Bolton;  Whelley  Hospital, 
Wigan.  Monsal  Hospital,  Manchester. 

3.  MATERNITY 

Billinge  Hospital,  Billinge. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Laboratories  at  Bolton,  Leigh  and 
Wigan  Infirmaries  and  the  Withington  Laboratory  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service. 
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Maternity  Homes 

Firs  Maternity  Home,  Leigh. 

Midwifery  Service 

Domicilary  midwives  employed  whole-time  in  the  area  by 
Lancashire  C.C. 

Nursing  Homes 

None  in  the  district. 

X-ray  Facilities 

At  Leigh  and  Wigan  Infirmaries.  Facilities  for  special  chest 
cases  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 
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SECTION  C 

Prevalence  of  and  Control 
over 


Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


SECTION  C 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria 

No  case  occured. 

Dysentery 

One  case  notified  and  proven  positive. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  notified. 

Measles 

302  cases  notified  compared  with  23  in  1971  and  282  in  1970. 

Acute  Meningitis 

One  case  notified  in  an  infant  under  1 year  of  age. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  notifications  for  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever 

No  notifications  for  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

25  cases  notified  during  the  year  mainly  in  the  5 — 10  age 
group. 

Smallpox 

No  notifications  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory  cases:-  3 males,  2 females. 

Non-respiratory No  cases. 

Typhoid  Fever 

No  notifications  for  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

No  notifications  for  the  year. 

Infective  Hepatitis 

No  notifications  for  the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1972 

CASES  NOTIFIED 
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Females 


TABLE  V Table  relating  to  Vital  Statistics  and  Notified  Infectious  Diseases  in  other  years 


22 


SECTION  D 


Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area 


SECTION  D 


Water  Supply 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Manchester  Corporation  Water  undertaking  maintains  a 
regular  supply  of  good  quality  water  to  all  trade  establishments 
and  dwellings  in  the  District.  The  supply  is  derived  from  the 
Thirlmere  and  Haweswater  catchment  areas  and  water  samples 
taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  have  given  satis- 
factory bacteriological  results  and  a flouride  content  not  in 
excess  of  0-15  parts  per  million. 

All  dwellings  and  trade  premises  in  the  town  are  connected 
to  the  mains  supply  - there  being  no  private  supplies  or  wells  in 
the  area. 

Some  cause  for  complaint  has  been  observed  in  connection 
with  abnormal  colour,  however  this  is  usually  resolved  speedily 
and  causes  only  a temporary  inconvenience. 

It  is  noted  however,  that  even  in  this  temporary  period  the 
particles  in  suspension  apparently  may  cause  some  discolouration 
of  clothing  due  apparently  to  the  pressures  involved  in  the 
modern  spin  - rinse  washing  machines  and  the  matter  is  under 
investigation  by  the  Water  Undertaking. 


Streams 

There  are  11  Brooks  and  Streams  which  flow  through  the 
District  and  all  are  kept  under  regular  observation  throughout 
the  year  for  pollution  and  flooding  monitering  purposes. 

No  pollution  was  recorded  during  the  year  but  once  again 
these  brooks  and  streams  were  targets  for  depositing  unwanted 
rubbish  of  all  descriptions  despite  the  introduction  by  the  Council 
of  a bulk  container  service  fully  available  to  residents  to  disp.ose 
of  items  of  this  nature. 

This  indiscriminate  fouling  of  streams  not  only  offends  the 
visual  amenity  of  the  District  but  necessitates  action  to  clear  the 
mouths  of  culverts  and  bridges  to  prevent  flooding  and  maintain 
a proper  flow. 

Drainage  and  Sewage 

The  whole  of  the  town’s  sewage  is  dealt  with  by  the  Leigh  & 
Atherton  Joint  Sewage  Board  at  their  Mather  Lane  Sewage  Works, 
Leigh. 

The  fnajor  portion  of  the  system  is  of  the  combined  drainage 
system,  but  new  property  development  is  being  set  out  for  the 
separate  system  of  drainage  and  sewage.  The  systems  have  to 
comply  with  Bye-laws  in  force,  made  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1961  and  Highways  Act- 
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No  major  sewer  laying  projects  took  place  during  1972,  but 
small  sections  of  “relief  sewers”  were  laid  along  with  minor  anti- 
flooding engineering  work. 

There  is  still  a small  number  of  residential  property  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  served  by  septic  tank  disposal. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  1972  the  approximate  numbers  and  types  of 


closet  accommodation  were  as  follows : 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  Nil 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  Nil 

Number  of  Trough  Closets  Nil 

Number  of  Waste-Water  Closets  Nil 

Number  of  Freshwater  Closets 9,071 

Number  of  Dry  Ashpits Nil 

Number  of  Moveable  Ashbins  10,643 


Number  of  Houses  on  Water  Carriage  System  7,688 
Disinfestation 

The  Council  offer  a free  disinfestation  service  to  householders 
in  the  town  and  treatment  leading  to  the  eradication  of  pests  is 
carried  out  upon  request  by  the  use  of  insecticidal  spray,  lacquer 
and  powder  formulations. 

Commercial  undertakings  may  also  use  the  services  of  the 
Department  at  an  agreed  charge. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  services  are  carried  out 
under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  is  also 
responsible  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  adjoining  Urban 
District  of  Tyldesley. 

The  refuse  collection  service  was  reorganised  during  the 
course  of  the  year  following  the  completion  of  the  work  study 
programme  for  this  service. 

The  scheme  incorporates  an  incentive  bonus  based  on  works 
study  and  is  designed  to  produce  a 5 day  working  week  collection 
by  employing  two  operative  35  cubic  yard  Pakamatic  type 
vehicles  and  one  20  cubic  yard  operational  spare  vehicle,  to- 
gether with  two  teams  of  drivers  plus  6 loaders. 

The  practice  of  providing  plastic  bin  liners  to  augment 
capacity  of  the  refuse  bins  during  holiday  periods  was  continued. 

The  Councils  refuse  tip  is  located  at  Swan  Island  Quarry 
where  refuse  from  the  Atherton  and  Tyldesley  Urban  District  is 
deposited. 


25 


Control  on  the  tip  is  affected  by  the  use  of  a mechanical 
shovel  of  the  tracked  type  together  with  a dumper  for  transport 
of  covering  material. 

Nuisance  caused  by  paper  blowing  over  surrounding  fields 
is  prevented  by  industrial  fencing  which  marks  the  boundary 
of  the  Council  tip. 

Nuisance  arising  from  scavengers  trespassing  continues  to 
be  a major  embarrassment  despite  the  prominent  display  of 
notices  prohibiting  trespass  and  the  active  co-operation  of  the 
Lancashire  Constabulary. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Details  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  and  the  number 
of  visits  made  by  Public  Heath  Inspectors  are  contained  in  the 
body  of  this  report  together  with  an  analysis  of  contraventions. 

No  serious  contraventions  were  found  during  the  course 
of  the  year  and  in  general  management  appreciates  the  need 
and  advantage  in  ensuring  that  working  conditions  for  personnel 
are  maintained  to  a good  standard. 

Notifications  of  accidents  are  made  to  the  Health  Department 
and  following  investigation  these  are  forwarded  to  H.M.  Factory 
Inspectorate  together  with  a report  on  the  circumstances- 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Regular  inspections  of  Factory  premises  were  carried  out 
during  the  year.  Attention  had  to  be  drawn  to  several  minor 

infringements. 

A Table  showing  details  is  given  in  the  body  of  this  report. 

Rodent  Control 

A free  rodent  control  service  is  available  from  the  Health 
Department  which  employs  a full  time  trained  Rodent  Operative 
to  carry  out  all  rodent  operations  in  the  District. 

Regular  surveys  and  treatment  is  carried  out  on  suspected 
harbourages  in  the  District  and  several  commercial  undertakings 
engaged  the  services  of  the  operative  at  a charge  on  a monthly 
contract  basis. 

As  previously  reported  Warfarin  poison  bait  is  having  increas- 
ingly less  effect  and  in  consequence  alternative  formulations  have 
been  introduced  for  both  rats  and  mice. 

Complete  treatment  of  sewers  is  carried  out  twice  each 
year  and  once  again  no  excessive  infestation  was  observed. 

Table  VIII  - (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949)  sets 
out  the  details  for  the  year  and  these  figures  are  submitted  every 
6 months  to  the  ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Swimming  Baths 

The  Council  own,  manage  and  maintain  the  Public  Baths  in 
Mayfield  Street.  These  Baths  are  popular  and  well  patronised. 

The  dimensions  of  the  pool  are  75ft.  x 30ft.  with  a capacity 
of  76,000  gallons. 

The  Water  is  derived  from  the  town  mains  and  is  sand  filtered 
and  chlorinated  to  a break  point  of  2 parts  per  million. 

Filling  and  emptying  takes  place  on  a continuous  flow  basis. 
The  cycle  for  this  takes  approximately  4 hours. 

Staff  fully  qualified  in  life  saving  are  always  in  attendance  and 
Schools  and  Swimming  Clubs  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  to 
enjoy  the  physical  recreation  made  available. 

Daily  samples  are  taken  for  chlorine  dosage  and  regular 
samples  are  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  of  these  tests  have  proved  satisfactory. 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  14  schools  within  the  District  all  having  adequate 
sanitary  accomodation  and  town  mains  water  supply. 

All  schools  have  proper  hand  washing  facilities. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trade  establishments  in  the  town. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

There  are  no  houses  in  multiple  occupation  or  Common 
Lodging  Houses  in  the  town. 

Rag  Flock  Act 

There  is  only  one  registered  premises  in  the  town.  Only 
synthetic  materials  are  used  on  these  premises. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(A)  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

TABLE  VI 


Class  or  Premises  No.  of  premises 

registered 
during 
the  year 

No.  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

No.  of 
premises 
general 
during 

registered 
receiving  a 
inspection 
the  year 

Offices  . 

1 

24 

12 

Retail  Shops 

2 

109 

89 

Wholesale  shops,  Warehouses 

— 

12 

10 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens  

11 

11 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

3 

156 

122 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act  139 

(B)  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

found 

Section 

i Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

7 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary 

Workers)  

— 

5 

Overcrowding  

— 

15 

Eating  facilities  .... 

2 

6 

Temperature  

20 

16 

Floors,  passage  and 

stairs  

12 

7 

Ventilation  

4 

17 

Fencing  exposed 

parts  machinery 

6 

8 

Lighting  

10 

18 

Protection  of  young 

9 

Sanitary  con- 

persons  from  dan- 

veniences  

5 

gerous  machinery 

3 

19 

Training  of  young 

10 

Washing  facilities  ... 

4 

persons  working  at 

dangerous  mach- 

11 

Supply  of  drinking 

inery  



water  

12 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy 

12 

Clothing 

work  

— 

accommodation.... 

16 

24 

First  Aid  

9 

13 

Sitting  facilities  .... 

5 

Other  Matters  

— 

TOTAL 

105 
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TABLE  VII 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  


Number  Number 

Number  Number  of  of 

on  of  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  prosecuted 


6 6 2 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  83  72  11 


(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sect- 
ion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Out- 
workers’ Premises)  4 4 


Total 


93  82  13  — 


Defects  Found  in  Factories  and  Workshops 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  and  Factory  Acts : — 


Want  of  Cleanliness - 

Inadequate  Ventilation  

Unreasonable  Temperature 

Drainage  of  Floors  

Overcrowding  

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 
Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  Defective  

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  Offences  against  the 

Act  

Total 


Found 

Abated 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

13 

10 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

24 

19 

5 
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TABLE  VIII 


A 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


(I)  Number  of  Rodent  Operatives 
employed — One. 

(II)  Properties  other  than  Sewers  : 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

(a)  Number  of  properties  in 
district  

9433  11 

(b)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  following  notifi- 
cation   

423  3 

(c)  Number  of  (b)  infested  by 

rats 

mice  

204  3 

219  3 

(d)  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected for  rats  and  for  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notifi- 
cation   

15  2 

(e)  Number  of  (d)  infected  by 
mice 

rats  

12  1 

3 1 

(iii)  Sewer  Treatment  — 

The  sewers  of  the  town  were  treated  twice  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision 
of  Food 


■ 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Places  under  Inspection 


The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  at  end  of 
1972  were  as  follows : 

Grocers  83 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  18 


Confectioners  (sweets,  minerals,  ice  cream), 

etc. 

Fried  Fish  Shops . 

Meat  Shops  (butchers,  purveyors 
meat,  tripe,  etc.)  

Greengrocers 
Fishmongers 
Canteens,  Snac 
Others  


of  cooked 


Bars  and  Licensed  Premises 


41 

16 

23 

9 

7 

48 

5 


Premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1951, 
include  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of  Inspections 

Premises 

during  1972 

Hawkers — Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

13 

20 

Hawkers — Meat  and  Meat  Products 

17 

25 

Bakehouses  

12 

12 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

18 

16 

Sausages,  etc.,  Preparing  Premises 

12 

12 

Cooked  Meat  Preparing  Premises  

3 

16 

Ice  Cream  Shops  

48 

52 

Food  Premises 

Regular  inspections  of  food  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  Health  Department. 

The  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  the  town  was  found  generally 
to  be  of  satisfactory  standard  although  the  attention  of  manage- 
ment in  certain  cases  was  drawn  to  minor  unsatisfactory 
conditions- 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  were  rectified  promptly  on  request 
and  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 

Food  sampling  is  carried  out  by  Officers  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  which  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  this 
District  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
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Investigation  of  complaints  is  carried  out  by  Officers  of  both 
Authorities  in  close  co-operation. 

Details  of  samples  obtained  during  this  year  are  contained 
in  the  Report. 

Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  carried  on  at  the  two  Licensed  Slaughter- 
houses on  a six  day  week  basis,  Monday  to  Saturday  and  only 
emergency  slaughtering  would  take  place  on  Sunday. 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  Authorised  Meat  Inspector 
on  inspectorial  duties  from  Monday  to  Friday. 

The  two  fully  qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors  provide  relief 
on  Saturdays  with  a rota  system.  This  arrangement  is  satisfactory 
and  the  Health  Department  was  able  to  maintain  100%  inspection 
of  all  carcase  meat  and  offal  inspected  in  accordance  with  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 

Animals  presented  for  slaughter  generally  maintained  the 
high  quality  of  previous  years  and  this  is  once  again  reflected  in 
the  low  number  of  whole  carcases  condemned. 


Details  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  the  year  are  tabulated 
herewith  : — 


Cattle 

(excl. 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

No.  Slaughtered  

2963 

527 

52 

28161 

No-  Inspected  

2963 

527 

52 

28161 

All  Diseases  other  than  T.B. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

_ 

31 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

582 

344 

— 

5627 

Percentage  of  No.  Inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  

19-64 

65-28 

20-20 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 



___ 



— 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned - 

1 

3 
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Milk  Supply 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  the  responsible  Authority 
for  the  issue  of  licences  to  producers  and  retailers  of  milk  in  the 
District  under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  and  Officers  of  that  Authority  also  carry  out  sampling. 

The  Public  Health  Department  has  the  power  to  sample  milk 
sold  in  the  District  to  ensure  bacteriological  soundness  and  clean- 
liness. All  milk  sampled  for  this  purpose  is  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  test  and  examination. 

Positive  laboratory  reports  result  in  the  Public  Health  In- 
spector undertaking  detailed  examination  and  sampling  of  the 
herd  and  a close  inspection  of  equipment.  Where  Brucellosis  is 
confirmed  further  sampling  is  carried  out  to  identify  infected 
animals,  milk  from  these  animals  is  sent  for  pasteurization  (nor- 
mally on  a voluntary  basis)  and  consequent  removal  from  the 


herd  of  the  affected  animal. 

(D 

Samples  for  biological  ex- 
amination : 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 

Positive 

RESULT 

Negative 

Void 

(a)  Tuberculosis  

(b)  Brucellosis: 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Ring  Test 

27 

5 

22 

— 

(2) 

Culture  Test  

Raw  Milk : 

5 

No. 

of  Samples 

1 

Satisfactory 

4 

RESULT 

Unsatisfactory 

Void 

(3) 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
Heat  Treated  Milk : 

4 

4 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

(b)  Phosphatase  Test 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Food  Inspection 

The  examination  and  condemnation  of  food  which  is  unfit 
for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Condemnation  of  food  is  rarely  necessary  due  to  the 
co-operation  of  wholesalers  and  retailers  who  readily  surrender 
food  voluntarily  on  request. 

Unsound  food  received  is  disposed  of  under  the  close  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Details  of  food 
disposed  of  are  listed  in  this  report. 


Food  Inspection 

Number 

Weight 

Soups 

73 

58  lbs. 

Tinned  Meats  „ 

204 

311  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruits  - 

252 

295  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  ....... 

413 

273  lbs. 

Others  (fish,  tomatoes,  etc.)  

730 

493  lbs. 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


A total  of  55  samples  was  obtained  comprising  30  milks  (3  of 
which  were  Channel  Island  Milk)  and  25  others  as  follows 


1 Chocolate 
1 Barm  Cake 

3 Orange  Juice,  concentrated 
1 Meat  and  Potato  Pie 
1 Infant  Food,  canned 
1 Ice-Cream 

3 Ice  Lolly 
1 Choc  Ice 
1 Asmapax  Tablets 
1 Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 


1 Blackcurrant  Health  Drink 
1 Tuna  Steak,  canned 
1 Ground  Mixed  Spices 
1 Ground  Ginger 
1 Ground  Nutmeg 

1 Mineral  Water  Bottles  and 
their  contents 

1 Double  Cream,  Pasteurised 
1 Shandy 
1 Shandy,  canned 
1 Cut  Mixed  Peel 


I give  below  details  of  those  samples  on  which  the  County 
Analyst  gave  adverse  reports  : — 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  Taken 

Chocolate 

2 approximately  0-14  gm 
of  cocoa  material  which 
was  stained  with  black 
particles  of  iron  oxide 
amounting  to  approx- 
imately 7250  parts  per 
million  of  iron  (as  Fe)  in 
the  stained  chocolate. 

Complainant 

informed. 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Barm  Cake 

Contained  1 male  Medi- 
terranean Flour  Moth 
( Ephestia  Kuhniella  ) 
measuring  9 mms.  in 
length  and  weighing  2 
mgms- 

Prosecution. 
Fined  £30 
Costs  £13 

Infant  Food, 
canned 

Contained  a Centipede 
(Lithobius  Sp.)  weighing 
4 mgm.  and  measuring 
12  mm.  The  contents  of 
the  can  had  been  sub- 
jected to  heat  treatment 
by  the  complainant,  thus 
rendering  invalid  the 
phosphatase  test. 

Complainant 
and  packer 
informed. 
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Sample 

Mineral 
Water 
Bottles 
and  their 
contents 


Informal 

Milk 


Result  of  Analysis 

Bottles  contained  broken 
glass.  The  total  amount 
of  broken  glass  in  the 
specimen  marked  M416 
was  0-975  gm.  and  in  the 
specimen  marked  E719 
0-469  gm.  making  1-444 
gms.  of  broken  glass  in 
all. 

Labelled  “Extra  Life 
Consume  by  11th  Dec.” 
yet  sour  (acidity  as 
lactic  acid  0-43%). 


Prosecution 
Fined  £75 
Costs  £13-30 


Dairy 

cautioned 
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SECTION  F 


Housing 


SECTION  F 


HOUSING 


Housing  Act,  1969 

The  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969  in  connection  with 
Standard  Grants  and  Improvement  Grants  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

In  March  the  District  became  classified  as  an  Intermediate 
Area  and  thus  the  permitted  amount  of  grant  payable  was  in- 
creased from  507c  of  £2,000  to  75%  of  £2,000. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  effect  of  this  increase,  allied 
with  the  Councils  policy  of  encouraging  owners  to  improve  their 
property  and  the  enthusiastic  approach  of  officers  in  this  context 
has  resulted  in  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  Improvement  Grants. 

A total  of  724  applicants  for  Improvement  grants  were 
received  during  the  year  and  264  were  approved,  compared 
with  58  in  the  previous  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  111  of  these 
had  been  completed.  Only  48  applications  for  Standard  grants 
were  received  compared  with  68  in  the  previous  year  thus 
reflecting  the  greater  willingness  of  owners  to  undertake  compre- 
hensive improvements  io  properties  in  response  to  the  incentive 
of  higher  grant  aid. 

Additional  staff  were  employed  during  the  year  to  assist 
in  dealing  with  the  large  influx  of  applications  and  this  has 
proved  successful. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  Houses  Flats 

during  the  year : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority — — 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  — — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  88  — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
spected  formally  or  informally  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  387 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  539 
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(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit : 


(a)  Number  dealt  with  during  the  Year  11 


(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of 

year  96 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the 
year  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  but  capable  of  being  ren- 
dered fit  241 


2.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1957  and  1961)  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during 
year : 

(a)  Unfit  houses  — 

(b)  Other  houses  — 

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced  — 

(3)  Families  — 

3.  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

No.  of 

No.  of  persons 
houses  displaced 

(1 ) Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year : — 

Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(i)  Demolished  as  a result  of  for- 
mal or  informal  procedure  — — 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  owners 
under  Section  16  and  still  in 

force  2 2 

(2)  Reoairs  during  the  year: — 

*No.  of 
houses 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  20 

defects  were  remedied  during  the  period  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  20 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts — action  after  service  of  formal 
notice — Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  :- 

(i)  By  owners  5 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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(c)  Housing  Act,  1957— action  after  service  of  for- 
mal notice  (Sections  9,  10,  11) 

Houses  made  fit : — 

(i)  By  owners  — 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Z...Z.  — 

4.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954)  : — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for 

temporary  accommodation  and  approved  for  grant 
under  Section  7 Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (1) 

above  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 

temporary  occupation  (Section  6)  Nil 

*A  defective  house  remedied  more  than  once  during  the  year  is 
included  once  only. 

Housing  Act,  1969 — Improvement  Grants,  etc. 

Action  during  the  year : — 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
Affected 


(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to  Local  Authority  724 

(b)  Approved  by  Local  Authority  264 

(c)  Submitted  by  L.A.  to  Ministry  344 

(d)  Approved  by  the  Ministry  232 

(e)  Works  completed  298 


House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1969 

Standard  Grants : — 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
Affected 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  L.A.  52 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  L A. 52 

(c)  Work  completed  49 


General  Inspections 

Houses  (including  re-visits)  2832 

Schools  22 

Factories  and  workplaces  98 

Bakehouses  78 

Food  preparing  premises  and  shops  173 

Miscellaneous,  etc.  422 

Slaughterhouses  34 

Inspectorial  L..Z1Z.Z!.ZZ!"ZZ  837 


5397 
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In  connection  with  these  inspections,  the  following  nuisances 
and  defects  were  found  and  remedied,  viz.: — 


House  roofs  in  need  of  repair  

Defective  W.C’s. 

Chocked  or  defective  drains 
Insanitary  conditions  of  yards 
Defective  plaster  on  walls,  etc. 

House  walls  damp 

Defective  windows,  etc. 

Defective  eaves  and  gutters 
Animals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 
Miscellaneous  (floors,  stairs,  etc.) 


Found  Remedied 


56 

56 

31 

31 

50 

50 

12 

8 

77 

65 

70 

60 

30 

20 

10 

9 

2 

2 

132 

111 

470  412 


Arising  from  these  nuisances  and  defects,  the  following 
notices  were  served,  viz.: 

Informal  ; 287 

Statutory  12 

GENERAL 

The  Annual  report  is  presented  for  the  last  time  in  its  present 
form  and  perhaps  this  is  a good  time  to  reflect  a little. 

In  1901  the  population  was  16,211.  In  1905  it  was  17,500 
and  in  1911  it  was  18,982,  with  a salary  for  your  M.O.H.  of 
£8000  per  annum.  Interesting  to  note  that  the  period  of  time 
for  the  emission  of  Black  Smoke  was  reduced  by  Order  in  Council 
from  15  minutes  in  any  one  hour  to  10  minutes. 

By  1920  the  population  was  shown  as  20,354  and  in  that 
year  your  M.O.H.  closed  the  infants  schools  due  to  Measles 
outbreak. 

Ten  years  after  the  population  was  20,230  and  houses  as 
4,800  and  in  1940  the  population  was  19,890  and  houses  as  5,901. 

In  1941  your  present  M.O.H.  took  office  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  war  service  and  a break  spent  as  M.O.H.  No.  14 
Division  he  has  remained  your  M.O.H.  all  this  time. 

The  Council  have  over  the  years  and  particularly  the  post 
1946  years  removed  the  unfit  houses  and  provided  Council 
properties  in  good  numbers.  Private  development  too  has  been 
considerable  and  there  now  exists  in  the  district  some  1\  thousand 
good  quality,  good  standard  houses.  It  is  also  true  to  state  that 
other  services  and  features  have  improved  considerably  and 
the  township  has  benefited  from  these  improvements. 

The  main  industries  of  the  town  have  also  undergone  some 
changes.  No  coal  mines  now  exist  and  cotton  mills  have  con- 
tracted and  streamlined.  Other  sectors  of  industry  have  been 
maintained  and  increased  and  some  new  and  varied  trades 
have  replaced  losses  in  other  fields- 
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There  are  now  2,900  Council  Houses  and  some  4,800  private 
houses  in  the  district.  The  pre  war  Council  properties  have  been 
modernised  to.  1970’s  standard  and  a good  number  of  private 
dwellings  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  Improvement  Grants. 

Smoke  Control  Orders  and  the  wider  use  of  Electricity  and 
Gas  has  given  the  area  a much  cleaner  atmosphere.  Food,  school- 
ing, living  and  recreational  conditions  are  today  of  a standard 
that  people  are  entitled  to,  have  struggled  for  and  should  benefit 
from. 
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SECTION  G 


Atmospheric  Pollution  and 
Smoke  Abatement 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  No.  7 Order  was  made  by  the  Council  on  9th  February, 
1972  and  is  due  to  become  operative  on  1st  July,  1973.  The 
Order  covers  1188  dwellings  and  128  acres. 

The  acreage  of  the  Urban  District  is  given  as  2265  and  the 
number  of  inhabited  dwellings  is  7688.  Six  operative  smoke 
control  areas  covers  4828  dwellings  and  1899  acres  and  with 
the  operation  of  the  No.  7 area  in  1973  there  will  be  5946  dwellings 
and  2027  acres  with  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

Atmospheric  pollution  stations  are  operated  and  the  in- 
formation obtained  is  included  in  the  National  Survey  which  is 
carried  out  by  D.S.I.R.  at  Warren  Springs  Laboratory. 

The  results  during  February  were  affected  by  the  coal 
miners  strike  and  the  resulting  disruption  of  power  supplies  with 
the  result  that  many  of  the  readings  for  individual  days  obtained 
from  the  stations  are  for  periods  of  less  than  24  hours.  Since 
the  power  cuts  usually  occurred  during  the  day  when  pollution 
emissions  are  higher  the  pollution  will  tend  to  have  been 
underestimated  for  this  period. 

AV.  DAILY  AMOUNTS  OF  POLLUTION  IN  MICROGRAMMES 
PER  CU.  METRE  OF  AIR 


SMOKE  S02 


Month 

Town  Hall 

Parks  Garage 

Town  Hall 

Parks  Garage 

January 

157 

126 

100 

38 

February 

160 

155 

100 

( Invalid ) 

55 

(Invalid) 

March 

129 

97 

99 

(Invalid) 

49 

(Invalid) 

April 

74 

52 

53 

29 

May 

89 

71 

74 

44 

June 

72 

58 

67 

40 

July 

57 

52 

66 

41 

August 

56 

52 

63 

44 

September 

137 

83 

108 

57 

October 

166 

98 

127 

74 

November 

282 

189 

149 

71 

December 

409 

117 

119 

55 
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Tables  shewing  the  average  daily  amount  of  pollution  for  the  years 
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